In the third article, "Humor in the Teaching of Writing: A Microethnographic Approach to Developing Critical Thinking," Hempelmann discusses the value of humor as the central topic in three critical thinking and writing courses for undergraduates in the United States. The author begins by highlighting the benefits and risks of using humor in the classroom and then describes in detail the design of the first original course and its subsequent adaptations, the materials used, and some of the students' outcomes. The goal is to provide L1 and L2 teachers with a set of resources that can be used in their own classes. These resources include: the evidence to support the pedagogical decision of integrating humor in the course design, the materials to do so, and some possible student outcomes to assess the pedagogical value of humor.
The three book reviews cover recent publications in the field of humor studies. Forabosco reviews the Encyclopedia of Humor Studies, which I edited. Banas reviews Nancy Bell's groundbreaking We Are Not Amused: Failed Humor in Interaction. Finally, I review Delia Chiaro and Raffaella Baccolini's edited collection Gender and Humor to wrap up the issue.
